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Vineyard Practice | Conventional Vineyard Organic Vineyard Biodynamic Vineyard

Human-centered; control nature
to benefit man. Uses resources
without replenishing.

Relies on ecological processes, and
biodiversity. Lower yields per acre.
Higher cost passed to consumer.

Holistic approach- Strives to be
self-sustaining within a surrounding
ecosystem. More labor necessary.
Higher cost passed to consumer.
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Sustainability
in Practice

Sustainable Vineyard

Environmentally healthy, economi-
cally viable, socially equitable.

Reliant on chemicals

Allows weeds to grow, trimming
to maintain; crop rotation, com-
post, in-row cultivation, mulching;
no chemicals allowed

In-row cultivation, mulching; no
chemicals

Some contact herbicide used,
heavy reliance on healthy eco-
system for weed control. In-row
cultivation encouraged

Relies on one or two grass species

Biodiversity encouraged— heavy
reliance on cover crops

Biodiversity mandated—a combina-
tion of herbs, grasses and legumes
replenish vital elements

Biodiversity mandated—a combina-
tion of herbs, grasses and legumes
replenish vital elements

Standard

Allowed

Discouraged

Allowed, but regulated

Synthetic chemicals used.
Pesticides may penetrate grape
skins and become incorporated
into the wine.

Employs row covers and traps, no
pesticides. Allows for a level of
pest damage to crops

Healthy cultural practices encour-
aged; biodynamic preparations
mandated; organic materials
(OMRI) allowed

Healthy cultural practices encour-
aged; chemical use limited

Synthetic fertilizers

Relies heavily on manure from low
yield cattle

Compost built with biodynamic
preparations considered crucial

Synthetic fertilizers allowed, natu-
ral fertilizer preferred

Whenever needed

Whenever needed

Horse-drawn equipment ideal;
otherwise whenever needed

As little as possible to conserve
fuel use; biodiesel encouraged

No socially equitable standards
mandated

Requires more labor; no socially
equitable standards mandated

Requires more labor; no socially
equitable standards mandated

High standards of social equity
mandated; full benefits to core
group of workers and presence in
surrounding communities



